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At this interactive exhibition, visitors check out art supplies used to create a pair of nail-studded figurative sculptures 
and two large oil paintings of 18th century grotto chairs as live-feed cameras monitor their dilemma: create or destroy?

Lauren Powell Projects is thrilled to present GODOG, an interactive exhibition by Fawn Rogers,
organized by Los Angeles-based writer and curator Michael Slenske.

A year before the pandemic, Fawn Rogers began noticing all the canned oysters and sardines she
was consuming—“They looked like humans tucked into a coffin,” she says—and began making
paintings on the packaging, which led to a series of works on paper and then another series of bronze
figurative Venus sculptures depicting creatures—half-human, half-sex organ—who are meant to evoke
a future with less sexual repression. She would later evolve that body of work into a pair of slumped,
cybernetic figures hewn from clay, steel mesh, and nails. "Nails represent 5000 years of the creating
and destroying we have done," says Rogers. "We have used nails in every way, shape and form to
build our civilizations, which brings us to this current geological era, this time period where humans
have affected change we can no longer reverse."

For GODOG, Rogers' interactive exhibition at Lauren Powell Projects, the artist will invite visitors to the
gallery to either create or destroy the sculptures with the same tools and materials she used to make
them. Rogers will also exhibit two large oil paintings depicting 18th century grotto chairs, which were
hand-carved in the shape of scallops in Venice, Italy. In Greek mythology scallops were thought to be
a symbol of pilgrimage, protection, rebirth, and fertility. Aphrodite, who was born in sea foam, reached
the shores of Cyprus riding on a scallop shell. The paintings, titled Room With a View, serve as a
counterpoint to the sculptures, a vantage from which to view this space of destruction or creation. As
with the sculptures, Rogers is inviting visitors to the gallery to intervene on the paintings with spray
paint, paint thinners, oil paint, markers, clay, nails and a hammer.

“In a way the grotto chairs represent the beginning and the end, because this chair came about
during the time the nobility was building these shell-encrusted pavilions. This aligned with the
industrial revolution and the extinction of the great auk, which was really the beginning of the
anthropocene, the first time humans consciously caused extinction in a discrete time period and have
yet to do anything about it. Now Venice, the birthplace of this chair, is going underwater,” says
Rogers, noting the gallery will also be presided over by paintings of birds facing extinction and 
skateboards punctured with beds of nails painted green to resemble fields of grass. "They 
are painted like grass but instead of being sensual, they are torturous," says Rogers. "Some 
people believe a bed of nails is meditative and some believe lying on a bed of nails gives pain relief. 
Perhaps we need all of this in our current condition." 

The title of the show, GODOG, is derived from a body of neon works that flash the words—DO GOD; GO DOG 
GO; OH OH OH GODOG. They serve as prompts for different actions and desires. Throughout the run of the
show Rogers will film these actions and desires on live-feed cameras that record what every visitor chooses 
to do to the sculptures and paintings. These interventions will later be compiled into a timelapse video. The 
process begs the question: What is the difference between the banal and the divine? Oftentimes it’s very little. 
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Humans love to play god, but most of the time we’re no better than dogs. Dogs, in fact, might be more 
noble. “There’s really no way to be alive and not cause harm,” says Rogers. “But what do we do?” With 
the absence—or maybe the heightened presence—of shame or glory, you have to ask yourself: do I 
create or do I destroy? Am I a god or a dog? Maybe there’s no difference.

The show runs September 15 through October 14th 2023 and is open Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 
noon-6pm, or by appointment.

FAWN ROGERS (b. 1974, Portland, Oregon) lives and works in Los Angeles, California. Recent and 
upcoming solo exhibitions include Galerie Marguo (Paris, 2023); Burn, Gleam, Shine, Galerie Marguo at 
K11 (Hong Kong, 2023); Your Perfect Plastic Heart, Wilding Cran Gallery (Los Angeles, 2023); Violent 
Garden, The Lodge (Los Angeles, 2017); and Subject, Museum of Art and History (Lancaster, CA 2016). 
Select group exhibitions include Beach, Nino Mier Gallery (New York, 2023); L.A. Woman, Phillips (Los 
Angeles, 2023); My Body, My Business, Sotheby’s (New York, 2023); Art Paris 2023 Presentation, 
Galerie Marguo, (Paris, 2023); Solitude, Nexx Taipei (Taiwan, 2023); Boil Toil & Trouble, Art In Common 
(Miami, 2022); You Me Me You, Nicodim Gallery (Los Angeles, California, 2022); Holy Water, Eric 
Firestone Gallery (East Hampton, New York, 2022); Don’t Give Me Flowers, Praz-Delavallade (Los 
Angeles, California, 2022); Everything Has Its Place, Sevil Dolmaci (Istanbul, 2021); and Yes Yes it is 
Burning Me, Mykonos Biennale (Mykonos, Greece, 2019) among many others.

MICHAEL SLENSKE is a Los Angeles-based journalist and curator. He is an award-winning contributing 
writer for Los Angeles magazine and the founder of the artist-led pop-up The Street & The Shop. 
Slenske has curated exhibitions at Wilding Cran Gallery, Praz-Delavallade, The Landing Gallery, and 
Frieze LA and was also a co-curator of the Los Angeles edition of Drive-By-Art (Public Art in This 
Moment of Social Distancing) along with Warren Neidich, Renee Petropoulos, and Anuradha Vikram.
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